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This 4  of July weekend was amazing! My work gave me part of Thursday through Monday off
because my friend was in town.

On Friday, I (and the rest of the group) volunteered at the Smithsonian. Going into this activity, I was
unsure what to expect, but once we got there… it was SO cool! My activity, which was “How to be a
Paleontologist,” taught the kids to dig in rocks for clues. Then, once they had the clue, they went
through the exhibit (which included real T-rex bones) and found the answers on their activity sheets.
The great part of this activity was being able to help kids find out about dinosaurs and getting to
socialize with the different parents. All in all, the museum volunteering was one of my favorite
activities thus far in the program.

After the museum, I met up with some friends from Arizona and we walked around the mall at night.
Interestingly enough, some of their friends who came along intern for American Enterprise Institute,
an organization that has been helpful with research I’ve been doing. I was able to talk to them about
different policies and get different takes on a couple things coming up in Congress.

On the 4  itself, I spent the morning venturing up north to find “DC’s Best BBQ” with my friend. After
eating way more than necessary, we made our way back into the city to go see the national
cathedral. After the cathedral, we walked around downtown Georgetown and I found places to rent a
Kayak. Unfortunately, the line was over an hour long so I decided to give up and wait for a day later in
the month. Also later on in the day, I saw and snuck a picture of Senator Joni Ernst. During the
evening, I got to watch the fireworks from a rooftop in Virginia! There was great food, music, and the
view was incredible!

Below is a picture of the BBQ place I went to:
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Above is the view I had of the fireworks.

After a late night and a long morning, I caught up on some stuff from work and ventured down to
south of the nationals stadium to grab lunch. On Monday, I went with my friend to the Holocaust
museum. This was an amazing museum (in the sense that it was well done) but was very emotional
to take in. After spending about 2 hours there I almost felt sick from all of the images and exhibits.
Nonetheless, it was important and impressive to see. Once the day was over I took my friend to the
airport and said goodbye, and then ventured back to Wish Woodley Park.

Upon returning back to my dorm, after being gone several days, I had a weird feeling as if this was
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my home. While obviously my home is back in AZ, I guess after living somewhere for 6 weeks one
develops certain habits and rituals. My 4  of July experience was wonderful but it flew by and now
seems like it was weeks ago.

This week at work, we are back in session and working on certain things that have a deadline for the
end of the month. Today, I attended a Senate Intelligence committee hearing about counterterrorism
and cyber terrorism challenges. This was a fascinating, yet difficult to fully understand due to lack of
details, committee. Today after work I also attended a mixer recommended by my office and made
some connections about possible work back in Arizona. All in all, it’s been a great week!
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