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I had two very large bags of luggage and the humidity was killing me. The only thing that kept me
going was that people were so willing to help me with my bags. These were complete strangers
offering to help me with my things. I was surprised and humbled by the many individuals that wanted
to help. I finally made it to WISH Woodley Park with a big smile on my face. The sun was setting
behind all of the trees that lined the roads and the glimmer of sun rays through the leaves made the
scene that much more beautiful. There are small stores around the outskirts of our apartment.
However, I noticed that it is very difficult to get fresh food around the area. There are mainly
restaurants and small markets that carry processed foods. Also many of the buildings are at least a
couple of stories high, and there are very few homes with backyards. In contrast to Arizona Washing
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ton is very eco-friendly. I mainly hand dryers in bathrooms as opposed to paper towels, and
individuals mainly take their own recyclable bags to stores and markets because plastic bags are five
cents each. The zoo is right next to our apartment and it’s free. I love being able to go for walks there
and watch the animals for a while. The streets are always alive no matter what time of day it is. There
are always people jogging, walking their dogs, going to the store, or eating out. Many people here do
not use a vehicle. The metro system is easy to navigate and most well-known locations are only a
few stops away. It is defiantly a different atmosphere than that of my Arizona neighborhood.

In the short time that I have been in Washington DC I have been able to experience much of
Americas’ history and gained a new understanding for it. Most museums are free here. This is an
important aspect of life in Washington DC and allows the residents and visitors to learn invaluable
knowledge. The most interesting museum I have visited is the National Archives Museum. I was able
to see hand written letters by Thomas Jefferson and residents expressing their concerns during
diverse events. I was also able to use databases to retrieve a particular scanned  document
regarding any given time period. We have visited the Lincoln Memorial and discovered the reflection
pool where Martin Luther King delivered the “I Have a Dream” speech. There is still so much more to
see in Washington DC, and more adventures awaiting.

This past Weekend we decided to visit the National Cathedral. It was such a beautiful sight. The
cathedral is seven stories high and looks like a castle from the outside. The National Cathedral
welcomes all religions and often holds national conventions in which religious leaders unite. During
times of crisis it has been known for providing American nationally with religious support, such was
their involvement in 9/11. Our tour guide demonstrated the dedication that was placed into the
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Cathedral, and the many things that make it special. The Cathedral was constructed in a span of 84
years. The architecture that sets it apart is called gothic architecture; this is often associated with its
pointed arches, and the ribbed ceiling. The stained windows in the cathedral are dedicated to several
different encounters. On the Science and Technology stained glass there is an actual piece of moon
rock depicting the landing of mankind on the moon. One of the most interesting stained glass
windows  to me was that of the creation rose. This depicted how mankind came to be. I also
attended a WNBA basketball game. The Washington Mystics played Liberty. Throughout the game it
was a tied score, but the mystics pulled it off in the fourth quarter and defeated Liberty by seven
points. This past weekend was a thrill to say the least.
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